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The Tiananmen Massacre

Lowell Dittmer

“No!” cried his father, cutling short the answer,
threw the blankets off with a sirength that sent them
all flying in @ moment and sprang erect in his bed.
Only one hand lighily touched the ceiling to steady
him. “You warnted 1o cover me up, L know, my young
sprig, but 'm tar from covered up yel. And even if
ihis is the last strength 1 have, it's enough for you, too

much for you.” ,
—Frarz Katka, The Judgment.

he suppression of democracy activists in and
around Tiananmen Square on the night of June
3-4, 1989, at the cost of at least several hundred
and possibly well over a thousand lives, was unprece-
dented in many ways. Political repression is, or course,
not unheard of in the People’s Republic of China (PRC).
But never before had the regime unleashed the full fire-
power of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) against
unarmed civilians.! Never before had the regime been
confronted with such a shrewd and tenacious opposi-
tion, which seems to have utterly outmaneuvered the
government in the play for public opinion. Never before
had the reform regime that emerged after the Cultural
Revolution been so seriously split within its own ranks
{the rumor of impending civil war was, however, a great
exaggeration).
Although unigue in these and other respects, this
watershed event in the history of the PRC can be ren-
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dered somewhat more comprehensible if it is seen in
the context of a number of recent developments. The
upheaval might be said to mark the convergence of
three unresolved and festering questions: the role of
the “masses,” the future of reform, and the basis of po-
litical legitimacy (which subsumes the other two).

In contrast to the situation in most other socialist
countries, in China, the “revolutionary masses” have al-
ways played an integral role in politics, though the form
of their political mobilization has changed over time.
During the first 17 years of the PRC, it took the form of
the "mass movement.” This was a sort of controlled un-
leashing, under the auspices of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party {(CCP}, focused on a clearly defined set of
negative and positive targets. And it seems to have
been relatively successful, achieving the ideological
objectives of the regime (i.e., “socialization of the
means of production”) while still achieving rapid eco-
nomic progress.

During the Cultural Revolution period {1966-76), the
masses could, of course, still be mobilized, but the ap-
parent exhaustion of positive objectives (and the inabil-
ity of the regime to control the masses once aroused)
brought mobilization and economic production into in-
creasing friction. Although Deng Xiaoping himself ben-
efited from spontaneous agitation by the masses fo
regain power, his regime, too, has recognized this fric-
tion. On the one hand, it has attempted to deny or
repress spontaneocus mass movements; on the other
hand, it has promoted occasional quasi-campaigns to
mobilize the masses against "bourgeois liberalization”
or “spiritual pollution.” Yet, the first course left a
vacuum between leadership and masses, while the
second again precipitated friction between production
and mobilization.

adducsd ior the otherwise puzzling nostalgla
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Inthe post-Culturai Revolution era, the students have
stepped into the breach, reviving an old Chinese iradi-
tion of youthful idealism, utilizing appropriate ceremo-
nial occasions and slogans to revive reform momentum
when it seemed to flag. This student activism has
evoked in the minds of China’s leaders nightmares of
Red Guard chaos and has split the reform leadership
«««««««««««« first, in 1687 with the purge of Hu Yaobang. now
again in 1989—between those most concermned with
maintaining control and stability and those in search of
a mass constituency for further reform.

The reforms began with the Third Plenum of the 11th
Party Congress, in December 1978, which in effect re-
turned control of the agricultural sector to individual
families under a leasehold arrangement. This policy re-
sulted in an impressive increase in agricultural produc-
tivity. The focus of reform shifted to the urban industrial
sector at the Third Plenum of the 12th Congress, in Oc-
tober 1984. Although urban reforms also stimulated
rapid economic growth, the leadership became divid-
ed over whether (o press on to ownership reform (which
aroused strong ideological reservations) or further mar-
ketization. The latter route was chosen in the spring of
1988 when Zhao Ziyang. with the support of Deng Xiao-
ping, initiated retail price reform. However, this reform
unieashed an unprecedented bout of inflation (official
figures for 1988 ware 18.5 percent; unofficial figures,
double that), resulting in bank runs, commodity stock-
piling, and a general financial panic. The retreat from
price reform left the leadership in a quandary about
how and where to pursue economic reform.

The crisis of legitimacy is in part the result of the sti-
fling of mass participation and frustration of the reform
impulse already noted, and in part a predictable conse-
quence of the systematic undermining of Maoist ideolo-
gy that Deng's regime has conducted since 1977 inorder
o permit greater latitude for pragmatic experimenta-
tion. But the regime has been dismayed to see egoistic
consumerism replace ideclogical dogmatism, not o
mention a growing wave of crime and corruption. Inthe
absence of any vision or plan for development beyond
“moving from stone to stone to cross the river” (mozhe
shetou quo ho), the intellectual community had tacitly
begun to adopt models of “bourgeocis” electoral reform
and parliarmentarism. Orihodox attempts to defend the
“leading role” of the Communist Party and other Lenin-
ist tenets were intellectually unconvincing and failed to
sway the masses. This contributed to a crisis of legiti-
macy so severe that inthe spring of 1989, it was unclear
whether the army would respond to the political leader-
ship, and a cashiered Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
general secretary—who had clearly violated the rules
of "democratic centralism —could appeal to ideals of

pariiamentary democracy to try to have the National
People’'s Congress (NPC) repeal martial law.

In order 10 see how these three questions or crises
culminated in the tragedy at Tiananmen, | would like to
begin in medias res, focusing on the maneuvers of the
ieadership, to whom the population remained respon-
sive even while attempting to act autonormously. My
purpose is simple but not easy: to puzzle together what
actually happened. Such an examination will show that
the Tiananmen massacre in China was not inexorable.
Rather, itwas the outcome of a subtle interplay of devel-
opments whose complexity must ke thoroughly exam-
ined. This contention refutes Deng Xiaoping's some-
what self-serving declaration at the June 30, 1989,
meeting of the NPC Standing Committee:

The storm was bound to come sooner or later. This was
determined by the macro climate of the world and the
micro climate of our country. s inevitable arrival was
independent of man's will *

Leadership Cleavages

As of the beginning of 1982, the CCP leadership was
riven by two overlapping cleavages: one, ideological;
the other, generational. ldeologically, the party leaders
were divided between a still powerful minority commit-
ted to reform (but accepting the need for temporary re-
trenchment), and an ascendant majority determined to
use the necessary retrenchrment to reverse reform poli-
cies and shore up the centrally planned economy. Gen-
erationally, the leadership was divided between, onthe
one hand, the Politburo, consisting of Premier Li Peng
{60 years of age), Central Disciplinary Inspection Com-
mission Chairman Qiao Shi (65), Propaganda Depart-
ment Chief Hu Qili (80), State Planning Commission
Chairman Yao Yilin (72), and General Secretary Zhao
Ziyang (70}, and on the other hand, a shadow cabinet
of senior veterans-—none of whom had seats on the Po-
litburo Standing Committee, only one of whom (Yang
Shangkun) was on the Politburo, but most of whom had
seats inthe Central Advisory Commission {CAC). In de-
clining rank order of power, this elder group included
Deng Xiaoping {85), chairman of the party's Central Mil-
itary Commission ({CMC) as well as its governmental
counterpart; Chen Yun (84), chairman of the CAC;
Yang Shangkun (82), president of the slate and execu-
tive vice-chairman of the CMC; Li Xiannian (80), chair-
man of the National Commitiee of the Chinese People’s
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Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), Wang
Zhen (81}, vice president of the state and a CMC vice-
chairman; Bo Yibo {81), executive vice-chairman of the
CAC; Song Rengiong (80), vice-chairman of the CAC;
Peng Zhen (87), retired chairman of the NPC Standing
Committee; and Deng Yingchao (85), widow of Zhou
Enlai, and a former Politburo member and ex-chair of
the CPPCC National Committee.

Although the older generation was generally more
“leftist"—i.@., more ideologically orthodox and less re-
formist—than the Politburo members, the two cleav-
ages were 1o some degree cross-culting: some of the
younger Politburo members (e.g., Li Peng) were also
orthodox, while some of the members of the older gen-
eration (e.g., Deng Xiaoping) supported reform. The
main reason for this was that as a condition of their
“retirement,” the senior veterans had exacted the right
to name their successors to the Politburo; thus, Yao Yi-
lin was beholden to Chen Yun, Zhao Ziyang to Deng
Xiaoping, Li Peng to Deng Yingchao (and to Chen Yun).
Hu Qili, an “orphan” of Hu Yaobang's China Youth
League group, seems to have been "adopted™ by Zhao
Ziyang. These bonds of obligation ensured that the par-
ty did not have two centers but one. In fact, whenimpor-
tant issues were at slake, the Politburo often met in
“expanded” session, to which the gerontocrats were
invited in their capacity as CAC members (or simply ad
hoc). The elders fook full advantage of their seniority
and experience 1o weigh in on crilical issues and, ac-
cording to some reports, even had voling rights at
these meetings

By the end of 1888, a strong leftist, anti-reform wind
was blowing within the CCP leadership. The reform
forces, stymied from further movement on the econom-
ic front by an uncenirollable double-digit inflation
(which affected with particular severity reform-minded
students and bureaucrats, who lived on fixed incomes),
sought to counteratiack on the political front. In Decem-
ber 1988, Hu Qili, Wang Renzhi, and Hu Sheng jointly
planned and convened a seminar of reform inte iiuuu-

als to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the De-
cember 1978 Third Plenum of the 11th Central Commit-
tee, which had eflectively launched the post-Mao re-

forms. Among the more than 300 aftendees were re-
form intellectuals Yu Guangyuan, Wang Ruoshui, Yan
Jiagi, Su Shaozhi, and Tong Dalin. Su Shaozhi deliv-
ered a bold speech altacking the conservatives' cam-
paigns against spiritual pollution and bourgeois liberal-
ization and calling for a reversal of verdicts on one of
their victims, Wang Ruoshul. This speech was too bold
even for the seminar’s organizers, Hu Gili and Wang
Renzhi, who as officials of the party propaganda appa-
ratus, decreed that Su’'s presentation should not be
published. Nonetheless, it appeared in Qin Benli's
outspoken Shanghail newspaper, Shijie jingji dacbao
(World Economic Herald), together with an editorial
contending that in building socialist democracy, “there
is a need courageously to draw lessons” from "modern
democratic forms™ that "have developed in Western
cap’aialism L

in February and March 1989, the reform forces shift-
ed their attention to human rights as the reglme im-
posed martial law on Tibet for the first time since 1959.°
Fang Lizhi petitioned Deng Xiaoping to release all "po-
litical pr'gonem' {the regime denies that zmy exist) and
sent a similar letter to the Western press.® In the same
period, two young literati, Bei Dao and Chen Jun, col-
lected the signatures of some 33 scholars and writers
(including prominent overseas Chinese) an a petition
demanding amnesty for Wei Jingsheng. a Democracy
Wall activist imprisoned since 1981 for his crusade on
behalf of the “Fifth Modernization™ (i.e., political de-
maocracy). Ancther “letter of opinion,” signed by 44 sci-
entists and scholars (including nuclear experts Wang
Ganchang, Lu Liangying, and others), demanding the
release of political prisoners and proposing structural
reform of the political systern, was submiited to the
Standing Committee of the NPC 7

These pro-reform intellectuals had, for the most part,
been protegés of Hu Yaobang, who was ousted from
the CCP general secretaryship in January 1987 in the
wake of the December 1986 student demenstrations.
With him gone, they tended to look to Zhao Ziyang for
protection. By early 1889, staunch opponents of liberal-
ization were already holding Zhao responsible for the
behavior of the reformists. Chen Yun reportedly circu-
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lated “Eight Opinions,” accusing Zhao of a “taiure
to perform public opimion, ideclogical, and theoretical
work properly,” as well as neglecting grain production
and central planning. Chen claimed that “the entire
ideological front is occupied by the bourgeoisie, and
nothing proletarian is left.” Bo Yibo, who had prepared
the indictment against Hu Yaobang in January 1987,
submitted a “letter of appeal” to Deng Xiaoping com-
plaining about the above-mentioned decennial confer-
ence (which he characterized as an "attack on the par-
ty Central Committee”} and asking that publication of
the World Economic Herald be suspended and its edi-
tor subjected to public criticism. Wang Zhen and Bo
Yibo reportedly proposed three times (o Deng that
Zhao make a self-criticism for mistakes in his work.®

The criticism of Zhao from this conservative group
{which, in addition to Chen, Wang and Bo, included Li
Xianrian, Deng Yingchao, Yao Yilin, and Li Peng) con-
tinued to mount during the early spring. In March, Li
Xiannian reportedly flew to Shanghal for secret talks
with Deng Xiacping, in which he urged that Zhao be
pressed to make a self-criticism and to step down at the
imminent Fourth Plenum of the 13th CCP Central Com-
mittee in order to clear the way for Li Peng to move into
the general secretary slot, Yao Yilin to become premier,
and Zou Jiahua {(another leader who, like Li Peng, had
studied in the Soviet Union} to replace Yao as vice-
premier and head of the State Planning Commission. It
was proposed that Zhao be aliowed fo stay on as vice-
chairman of the state CMC for six months, as a sop.
However, Deng decided to postpone the plenum and
what promised (o be a stormy leadership showdown
until after the Sino-Soviet summit in May .

Zhao thus was caught in the cross-fire between
would-be constituents and factional antagonists. in re-
sponse, he equivocated, adopting a tough rhetorical
stance vis-a-vis reformist dissent without permitting a
mass-criticism campaign or sanctions with teeth in
them. His stance seemed to enjoy the continued pro-
tection of Deng, who on January 17, had delivered a
speech contending that “we have made great achieve-
ments in reform over the past 10 years” and decrying
the “trend toward taking the road back’ {in economic
policy).'® Zhao and Hu Qili summoned Qin Benli, the
editor of World Economic Herald, to Beijing for a repri-
mand following publication of Su Shaozhi's article, and

BChing Pao, Apr. 10, 1988, pp. 22-23

SCheng Ming, Apr 1. 1889 pp 69 The Fourth Plenum of the 13t CCF
Central Committes originally expected 10 take place before the March 1089
meating of the National Peopie's Congress and Chingse People's Politica
Consufiative Congress, did not take place untit June.

Hu proclaimed a six-month moratorium on publishing
anything written by the 33 protest signatories. But Su
was notexpelled from the CCP, and the case of Yu Hao-
cheng {a jurist who had written an article in defense of
hurman rights) was not investigated.”" In addition, Zhao
decided that Chen Yun's "Eight Opinions” need not be
“transmitled throughout the country,” and made it stick.
Inresponse to Bo's letter to Deng, Zhao remarked: "in-
tellectuals have their own understanding of problems,
What is there to be surprised at?” Although the Propa-
ganda Departrment compiled a list of targets for criti-
cism, Zhao said at the last minute, "Just ignore it; there
is no need for us to handle the case."'?

However, Zhao did convene several Politburo meet-
ings, during which he denounced Fang Lizhi and the
various petition drives mentioned above as tools of in-
ternational human rights organizations. At an enlarged
Politbure meeting on March 5, Zhao gave what was la-
beled an “important speech” lambasting critics of
China’s Tibetan policy."® Moreover, large Public Secu-
rity stations were established at major university cam-
puses in Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Xi'an, Wuhan, and
Chengdu (Peking University reportedly had the largest
one in the nation), and the State Council’'s Education
Commissicn was encouraged to send work teams to
various college campuses to see what the students
were up to and to prevent signature-gathering on peti-
tions, the affixing of inflammatory wall posters, or the
formation of protest movements. '

Catalyzing Events

The second session of the National People's Con-
gress and the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference, which convened in March, brought new
hope to reform advocates and also setinmotion a chain
of events that brought the struggle over reform to a
head. To be sure, the session introduced no noteworthy
policy initiatives. It hewed to the policy of "curing and
rectification” set cut in Premier Li Peng’s work report,
and it sought (not entirely successfully) to prevent the
sort of spontanecus expression of unsolicited com-
plaints or proposals that had characterized the first
session in 1888—particularly taboo were suggestions
tor further privatization or calls for a multi-party system.
However, the session witnessed the political reappear-

“See Yu Maocheng. “Defending Hurman Bights,” Shijle zhisty (Beipng).
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ance of Hu Yaobang, who had not been active in policy
forums since his January 1887 dismissal as general
secretary.

Hu's real “comeback” came on April 8, at an en-
larged Politburo meeting focusing on problerms of edu-
cation. Hu not only attended the meeting, but regis-
tered to address it. In carefully prepared remarks, he
made an impassicned plea for greater support of edu-
cation and for stabilizing the intellectuals' positioninthe
iife of the state so that this social force would rally
around the party. During his speech, Hu fell into an ai-
tercation with his old nemesis Bo Yibo and was stricken
with a heart attack. On April 15, Hu died. Ina conversa-
tion with Li Rui shortly before his death, he reportedly
confided that one of the things he most regretted was
having submitted a self-criticism in January 1989 in
which he had implicated others.’®

Hu's death presented the leadership with two thomy
problems: namely, what Iine to take on Hu and his 1987
“resignation,” and how to respond 10 spontaneous
demonstrations that broke out upon his death {might
one say “martyrdom’?). Zhao and some colleagues
proposed a compromise that would praise Hu as a
“great Marxist” but not open the question of his resig-
nation. Although Deng agreed to this compromise,
some of the other elders refused to commit themselves.
The memorial speech had to go through several drafts
before winning approval '®

While the debate over the tone and content of the me-
morial speech went on, student protesters began o
prepare for Hu's April 22 funeral. On the evening of
April 19, thousands of students gathered in Tiananmen
Square, where they staged a sit-in before the Xinhua
gate and demanded the right to "petition” the CCP
leaders. Their petition included demands for a reevalu-
ation of the December 1986 student movement, a reas-
sessment of Hu Yaobang's resignation, repudiation of
the 1987 anti-spiritual pollution campaign, granting of
freedom of the press. provision of more funds for stu-
dents, and a crackdown on corruption. This demon-
stration was forcibly dispersed by armed police.””

Despite an official ban on demonstrations in the cen-
tral square on April 22, the date of the official memorial
service for Hu in the Great Hall of the People, an esti-
mated 100-150,000 students occupied the square the
night before and staged a sit-in, despite threatening
trecop and police movements and leaks 1o the effect that

po. 42-48.
Y Cheng Ming, May 1, 1989, pp. 9405,

the Ministry of Public Security had already prepared a
blacklistof student leaders from universities throughout
the country. On the morning of April 22, more contin-
gents of students began marching toward the square to
reinforce their comrades. That evening, the Politburo
held an urgent meeting at which it was resolved: not to
relent on the campaign against bourgeois liberaliza-
tion, not to permit the mourning to put pressure on the
government, and to end the mourning for Hu."® in re-
sponse, on April 24, the students declared a classroom
boyeott of indefinite duration and announced the for-
mation of a "national students’ federation preparatory
commitiee”--the first step toward establishing autono-
mous student and labor unions. ™

uled week-long visit to North Korea for consultations
with the Korean Workers' Party, leaving only vague in-
structions on how {0 cope with the escalating situation
in Tiananmen Sguare. As soon as he was out of the
country, party hard-liners began to respond to the dem-
onstrations as if confronted by a national emergency. Li
Peng convened the Politburo Standing Committee (Yang
Shangkun also attended) on April 24 to discuss the situ-
ation. The next day Li and Yang reported to Deng Xiao-
ping, who came over to their way of thinking and gave a
response that was recorded verbatim and widely circu-
lated to cadres:

We have set a very high value on Hu Yaobang, . . .
but some people do not feel satisfied with this. They
want to build hirmm up as a “great Marxist.” We are not
qualiied to be “'great Marxists.” | am not gualified ei-
ther. .. . Hu Yaobang was irresolute and made con-
cessions in combating  hberalization. The drive
against spiritual poflution lasted only a little over 20
days. If we had vigorously launched the drive, the
ideological field would not have been as it is today,
and would not have been so tumultuous. . .. This is
the same ofd stuff as was prevalent during the Cultur-
al Revolution. Some people are craving nothing short
of national chaos. . . . We must take a clear-cut stand
and forceful measures o oppose and stop the up-
heaval. Don't be afraid of students, because we shill
have several million troops.*°

Deng further claimed the demaonstrations were led by

Ehmng Pac, May 10, 1989 pp. 20-26. There seems 1o have been a
spiit at the Apnl 22 meeling, as Wan Li expressed the view that “we mus!
not cordront the fough with toughness " Cheng Ming, June 1, 1989,
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“people with ulterior motives” engaged in a "premadi-
tated conspiracy” aimed at negating the socialist gys-
temn, and he warned, as he had in December 1986, of
the lessons learned from the Polish developments of

sions provides no solutions. The greater the conces-
sions the government made, the greater the opposition
forces became.”

The gist of Deng's views was incorporated into a
now-famous editorial broadcast on April 25 and pub-
lished on Aprii 26 inthe party daily, Renrmin ribao, under
the title: “It Is Necessary 1o Take a Clear-Cut Stand
Against the Disturbance.” It was immediately evident,
however, that Deng'’s hard line was not going to be the
solution to the growing crisis. On April 27, the largest
spontaneous demonstration in 40 years of CCP rule
was launched to protest the editorial. Although the au-
thorities had warned that “troops will be dispaiched
when necessary” to enforce the official prohibition of
demonstrations, securily forces made only token ef-
forts to halt the 50--100,000 students who marched all
day through the streets of Beijing and finally broke
through police lines to surge into Tiananmen Square.
An estimated 1 million Beijing residents also poured out
oftheir offices and faclories to applaud and support the
demonstrators.

Although Deng’s remarks did not head off the dem-
onstrations, they may have had one important effect:
the protest organizers maintained tight discipline over
their ranks to avoid provoking what appeared to be an
imminent crackdewn. They formed a human chain on
either side of the eight-kilometer-long procession 1o
maintain order and prevent outsiclers from joining in or
from suppressing the action and to prevent acts of van-
dalism. The marchers interspersed their protests with
patriotic songs and slogans and in their vanguard car-
ried banners proclaiming “Long Live Communism” and
“Support the Correct Leadership of the Party.”

The leadership was taken aback by these tactics
and, inthe absence of a consensus on how to cope with
the situation, began to split into two factions—"hawks”
and “doves.” At an April 28 Politburo meeting onhow to
respond to the dernonstrations, some of the younger
members (reportedly including Yan Mingfu, Bao Tong,
and Li Tianming) counseled against a crackdown.
Yuan Mu, spokesman for the State Council, in a tele-
vised meeting with students on April 29 said that the: tar-
get of the provocative April 26 editorial had been not
the broad masses of patriotic students but "a small
minority” of "behind-the-scenes plotters, ™’

“FEER, May 11,1989, pp. 11-12

Although Zhao Zivang had reportedly originally ap-
proved the April 26 edilorial by telegram from Pyong-
yang, upon his return from North Korea, he traveled
o Beidaihe to apprise Deng of his misgivings about
its “strident” tone. Deng, perhaps chastened by the
miscarriage of his own preferred hard-nosed solution,
reportedly told Zhao: "The most important thing you
should do is stabilize the situation. . . . If the situation is
under control, you can implement your plans if they
prove feasible, disregarding whatever | have said.”
Armed with this conditional endorsement, Zhao made
an impromptu speech on May 4 to representatives of
the Asian Development Bank assembled in Beijing. in
which he set forth a new, softer line. Estimating that the
majority of the students “are in no way opposed to our
basic system; they only demand that we correct mal-
practices in our work,” he called for further reforms 1o
improve the legal system and for popular supervision
over the party. “Now we must most urgently keep calm,
exercise reason and restraint, and maintain order,” he
said. "We must solve problems on the track of democ-
racy and legality.”?®

Zhao's soft line remained in effect for two weeks, al-
though hard-liners disavowed it.** Unfortunately, it nei-
ther solved the immediate problem of removing the
demonstrators from the square, nor succeeded in con-
verting them into a mass base of support for long-term
reforms. Zhao reportedly put forward two proposals to
deal with the student movement—a return to the politi-
calline of the 13th CCP Congress (which had proposed
reforms of the political structure) and the refirement of
all senior cadres over the age of 75—but was unable to
gain Politburo endorsement for them ?® Yet, even these
proposals {probably inadequate from the demonstra-
tors’ viewpoint) infuriated the hard-liners, who had
been diverted from the crackdown on the demonstra-
tors and were now watching for a sign of failure in the
soft line so as 1o justify the purge of Zhao that thay had
already contemplated earlier in the year.

The period was a difficult one for the demonstrators.
They had to cope with the regime’s efforts to minimize
differences between the government and the demon-
strators and to co-opt them. These efforts fragmented
the movement’s leadership, leading to an escalation of
student demands in an attempt to forestall attrition of

FSouth China Morning Post [Hong Kong—herealter, SCMP), May 29
1989, Ming Pao, May 26, 1989

FChang Ming, June 1, 1989, pp. 610
i Peng and Yao Yiin complaned that the Zhao speech had not been
IS ok in advance by the Politburo’s Standing Committee, “Zhao Zivang
acted as a fing man, landing us in a passive position,” Jlang Zemin
e Iy rerrarked al 2 Politburo meeling during this period,
Pading Pao, June 11989
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China’s democracy movement in action, clock-
wise from above: thousands of students mourn
former parly leader Hu Yaobang, a demonstra-
tor with a sign denouncing Premier Li Peng after
he declared martial law in Beijing, students pa-
rade the "Goddess of Democracy” through
Tiananmen Sqguare on May 30, Qin Benli, editor |
of the World Economic Herald, a Shanghai-
based reform newspaper.
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—Photos by Magnum, Wide World, Gamma-Liaison,
and Reuters/Bettmann Newsphotos,

.
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Drama in Beifing, clockwise from top leff: nurses
tend to student hunger strikers, a courageous Bej-
jing citizen faces army tanks advancing toward
Tiananmen Square on the Avenue of Eternal Peace
on June 5, Jiang Zemin, secretary of the Shanghai
Municipal Party Committee, who was elevated to the
post of General Secretary of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party on June 24, 1989; Zhao Ziyang, then party
general secretary, speaks o the hunger strikers af-
ter martfal law had been declared,

—First three photos by Magnum, last iwo by Eastioto.




The Tiananmen Massacre

the movement and maintain the opposition stance that
gave the students' movement its identity. The students
demanded a "dialogue” with the authorities, but when
various representatives of the regime (including Yan
Mingtu and Li Tianming) acceded to this demand, the
students further demanded that the talks be televised.
There resulted at least two such discussions on live TV
{a four-hour session with Yuan Mu on April 29, and a
meeting with Li Peng, Yan Mingfu, Chen Xitong, and
others on May 18). After the first TV discussion, the
students demanded that the government spokesmen
meet exclusively with representatives of their autono-
mous student union (thereby conferring recognition on
this group), and on May 13, some 1,000 students be-
gan a sit-in and hunger strike in Tiananmen Square to
protest the refusal of the authorities to conduct such a
dialogue.”®

Enter Glasnost’

The hunger strike was doubtless timed to coincide

tween Mikhail Gorbachev and top Chinese leaders,
The presence of large numbers of representatives from
the Western news mediain Beijing to record the summit
not only gave the demonstrators reason to assume that
there might not be any crackdown for at least three
days, but it also provided them an international audi-
ence. They ignored Zhao's appeal not to disrupt the
summit, thus forcing the authorities to shift the locus of
several of the scheduled events of the summit, includ-
ing the official welcoming ceremony for Gorbachev.
Perhaps also related in some measure (o the summit,
Hu Qili decided to accede on May 16 to a demand by
Chinese journalists for greater press freedom, and
China's central media promptly began to report on the
demonstrations factually and prominently, disseminat-
ing this information throughout the land. In Beljing, the
movement swelled to more than 1 million people.®’
Around the country, some cities, such as Xi'an and
Shanghai, had already experienced unrest following
Hu Yaobang's death; now, the democracy movement
spread to more than 20 provincial capitals.
ciligtory approach. Deng Xiaoping now threw his sup-
port to the hard-liners, and with Yang Shangkun, Chen

May 13, 1989,

From May 16 1o May 27, maore than 200,000 students from other
Drovieses poured into The goverrment sent more than 100,000 of
these by offering them free tickets, See Ming Pac, May 26, 1952
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Yun, and Li Xiannian, arranged an expanded mesting
of the CMC in the Western Hills of Beijing on May 16,
The meeting rejected the declaration of nation-wide
martial law, butl apparently decided to impose it on
parts of the capital and worked out a detailed plan to
assemble the requisite troops. =

When leaders of some military regions said they
would have difficulty in dispatching troops, Yang
brought the problem to Deng, who traveled to Wuhan to
meet with commanders and political commissars of the
major military regions. Deng succeeded in getting
troops transferred from Hubel, Hunan, Inner Mongolia,
and Sichuan; 13 group armies out of a total of 24 in the
country’'s seven military regions sent a total of some
100,000 well-armed soldiers o ring the capital. It was
the first time since 1949 that main force units had been
sent 1o Beijing {(which is normally out of bounds for all
but the Beijing garrison) #°

At a meeting of the Politburo Standing Committee on
May 16, Zhao made a "Five-Point Propesal” for conces-
sions o the demonstrators: this included retraction of
the April 26 editorial, assumption by Zhao of personal
responsibility for its original publication, establishment
of an organization under the NPC empowered to inves-
tigate corruption onthe part of high officials ortheir rela-
tives (including Zhao’s two scns), and publication of
details about the finances of high-level cadres (at the
level of vice-minister and above), and elimination of
thelr special privileges. This proposal was defeated by
avote of 4to 1.

That Zhac and Deng were now at loggerheads be-
came evident later the same day, when Zhao met with
Gorbachev. Zhao commented in the course of their talk
that on the whole, political reform should keep up with
economic reform, otherwise the latter could not suc-
ceed. Then, looking straight into the TV camera, he
noted that "Since the 13th Party Congress, we have al-
ways made reports to and asked for opinions from com-
rade Deng Xiaoping while dealing with most important
issues.™" This remark, construed as flattery at the time,
made Deng furious, since it revealed him to be the man
pulling the strings behind the scenes at a time when
very tough decisions were about to be made.

At a Politburo meeting onMay 17, Zhao again argued
that the April 26 editorial be disavowed, but Deng coun-
tered, "We cannot retreat. One retreat will lead to

Asiawsek June 9. 1989, p. 24; Cheng Ming, June 1, 1989, pp. 6--10, 89
See the transcript of the
May 22 mesting containing Yang Shangkur's s h (which attribules
regponsibility for the fatal decision squarely to Deng Xiaoping), as published
iy Ming Pao, May 29, 1989

HEEER, Jure 1, 1989, pp. 12-18 Ming Pao, May 21, 1988

HSCMP, May 17, 1989,




Problems ot Communism Sept-Oct 19 849

another,” and added, “Comrade Zivang, your speech
to the Asian Development Bark officials on May 4 be-
came a turmning point because after that the students
created more serious disturbances.” Zhao replied, "Let
comrade Xiaoping make the final decision. ™ But Zhao
also wrote a letter addressed to Deng, the Politbure,
and its Standing Commitiee, in which he said that he
wanted to resign from his post of general secretary be-
cause his ideas were "different from yours, and | cannot
go along with your decision; if | continue to work with the
Standing Committee, | might be an obstacle to the
Standing Committee’s implementation of the ideas of
several senior colleagues, including Chairman Deng.”?
His resignation was refused af the time, apparently for
fear that it would strengthen his popularity and cast
Deng and other leaders in a bad light.

At a Politburo meeting early on the morning of May
19, Zhao offered to take full responsibility for the dem-
onstrations and, at the same time, called once again for
an investigation into corruption by top leaders and their
relatives, including his own sons. This apparently led to
an argument between Deng and Zhao in which threats
were exchanged. Zhao again offered his resignation,
which Deng again rejected. Zhao then returned home,
ordered a car, and drove out to the square to talk to
some of the hunger strikers; he was followed by a suspi-
cious Li Peng. "We've come too late,” Zhao told the
demonstrators. "I'm sorry. You criticize us and blame
us. Itis reasonable that you should do s0."™* Zhao then
returned to Zhongnanhai (the leadership's special
compound), where he refused o see visitors, claiming
to be il

Shortly after Zhao's visit 10 the square, the military
moved to occupy television and radio stations and the
premises of the official print media, and large troop
contingents began entering the capital. At midnight,
Li Peng declared martial law in a nationally televised
speech before an audience of several thousand party
and military officials at a military hotel. Zhao's con-
spicuous absence from the group of five on the stage
{which included the other four Politburo Standing Com-
mittee members, plus Yang Shangkun) made the split
in the leadership public *®

Deng and the Politburo Standing Committee moved
to strip Zhao of all his power and placed him under vir-
tual house arrast. On May 23, the party’'s CMC sent a
cable to the whole army, stating that only Deng and
Yang had the right to transfer troops (as vice-chairman
of the parallel state Central Military Commission, Zhao
could conceivably have issued counteracting orders).
Meanwhile, Zhao withdrew his raesignation and defiant-
ly refused to back down.”®

In contrast to 1986-87, when dismissal of a sympa-

«««««««
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thetic CCP general secretary (Hu Yaobang) left stu-
dents alone and cowed, regime actions in May 1989
triggered a massive outpouring of support for the dem-
onstrators. An estimated 1 miliion people flooded into
the streets to protest martial law and prevent the military
from marching to Tiananmen Square to evict the stu-
dents. Throughout the weekend of May 20-21, there
were equally impressive demonstrations of support in
many other cities throughout China, including Guang-
zhou, as well as outside the PRC, e.g., in Hong Kong.

Even though Zhao was now powerless, his refusal to
make a self-criticism may have heartened his support-
ers. The CCP leadership began to splinter. There are
reports that Yan Mingfu and more than 150 other top
party cadres wrote a joint letter to the Central Commit-
tee, urging it not to use force to suppress the pro-
democracy movement. In the ministries of justice and
public security, tog, there was pro-Zhao {or anti-Li) sen-
timent. Some 260 high-ranking officers from the CMC,
the General Political Department, the General Logistics
Department of the PLA, and the Beijing Military Region
wrote a letter to Yang Shangkun arguing against any
use of force to clear the square. On May 21, about two
dozen veteran military officers tried in vain to get an au-
dience with Deng Xiaoping; instead, Yang Shangkun
met with a five-man delegation for about 30 minutes
and asked them to take the overall situation into ac-
count and resolutely and unconditionally carry out
CMC decisions. Later the same day, seven senior gen-
erals, including former Defense Minister Zhang Aiping
and retired chief of staff Yang Dezhi, reportedly drafted
a petition (signed by more than 100 other officers) call-
ing on troops not to fight civilians, and sent it to
the CMC; China’s two surviving marshals, 90-year-old
Nie Rongzhen and 88-year-old Xu Xianggian, also ex-
pressed opposition to deploying PLA forces in civilian
areas. Deng Yingchao issued a statement that refused
to recognize martial law. Finally, some 57 of the 135
members of the NPC’s Standing Commitiee demanded
that the group's chairman, Wan Li, convene an emer-
gency session of the parliament to deal with the crisis.*”

Hpding Pao, May 30, 19682
L Jurne 8, 1989, pp. 1418,

HAsiawenk, Jure 2. 1989, pp. 23-29, quote on p. 27

vang wid an emergency meefing of the CMC on May 24, “The
stuclents {eel here 15 a person in the Parly CO who supports therm, and
therefore, they stir up greater roubls. . Without the participation of the
General Secretary, people could immedialely discem the problern”
fing Pao, May 29, 1989

B Aagrawaek, June 2, 1989, pp. 23-29

"Cheng Ming, June 1. 1989, pp. 6-10, 8% In response to the bidding of

the NPC, a cautious Wan Ll returmned prematurely from g 1rip 10 the United
States on May 28, but he then accepted Deng Xiaoping's invitation to
rest” in Bhanghai until the situation sorted tiself out in Beljing
Ming Pac, May 31, 1989
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The initial euphoria over the unexpected failure of
the authorities to enforce martial law did not last long.
Once the authorities had informed the demonstrators
that their acts were now illegal and had regained con-
trol over the news media, the movement’s momentum
seemed o slacken. Alter Zhao's removal, the govern-
ment replaced negotiations with a cold silence. The
student demonstrators, who had numbered some
200,000 at the height of the protest, dwindled to ap-
proximately 10,000 on the eve of the June 3-4 crack-
down, and the movement’s leadership was riven by dis-
putes over what the next step should be. Nevertheless,
sustained by a stream of cash donations from China's
private sector and from overseas sympathizers, and
reinforced by recruils streaming into the capital, the
movernent was hard put o dissolve itself,

The CCP leadership was similarly unsure about how
to proceed. The failure of the hard-line strategy to
remove the demonstrators seemed to validate Zhao's
arguments. Because his opponents seemed to have
willy-nilly adopted his Fabian strategy, it would be hard
to expel Zhao from the party leadership for violations of
party discipline. To charge Zhao with the more serious
offense of being a counterrevolutionary would subject
him to a possible death penalty, and there were fears
that the accusation that the Secretary General was
splitting his own party would be greeted with ridicule
and would probably not win acceptance fromamajonty
in the Central Committee. Hence, the Fourth Plenum
was delayed further.

Finally, the hard-liners decided to accuse Zhao of
links 1o a "counterrevolutionary rebellion” of their own
making. On the afternoon of June 2, Deng Xiaoping,
Yang Shangkun, Li Peng, Wang Zhen, Bo Yibo, Qiao
Shi, and Yao Yilin held a meeting at Deng's home to fi-
nalize preparations for the forcible dispersing of the
student demonstrators. Upon learning of the decision,
Zhao made phone calls to Yang, Li, and other Standing
Committee members to appeal to them not to carry out
the crackdown. On the same evening, he apparently
staged his own brief hunger strike *¥

The Massacre and Sequel

Once the decision was made to use armead military
troops to remove the demonstrators from Tiananmen, it
was carried out swiftly and brutally. Onthe night of June
3-4, the PLA, which had been stationed in and around
Beijing, used its overwhelming firepower to clear the

HCheng Ming, July 1. 1988, pp. 6-9.
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streets, killing at least several hundred civilians in and
about Tiananmen. As in 1887, the move against demo-
cratic forces in the capital was immediately general-
ized throughout the country, only in much harsher
terms than before. The number of officially reported ar-
rests as of early July 1988 exceeded 2,500 unofficial
estimates put the figure at more than 10,000. Officials
have announced at least 27 executions. Secret lists of
intellectuals whose thinking was considered to be a
source of the students’ misbehavior were compiled for
systematic pursuit and purge. As in the campaigns of
the 1950’s, units have been assigned quotas of purge
targets in at least some instances.®

Following the bloodbath of June 3-4, there was a
brief hiatus during which few members of the central
leadership were to be seen. Then on June 9, Deng,
looking radiant, made a surprise TV appearance {his
first since the Gorbachev summit). Together with other
gerontocrats and a covey of military officers he paid
fribute to the soldiers who had died defending the capi-
tal against “anarchy.” His speech on that occasion has
been guoted more extensively than any other docu-
ment since the days of Chairman Mao.“® At roughly the
same time, in preparation for the convening of the
Fourth Plenum of the CCP Central Committee on June
23, all full and alternate members of the CCP Central
Committee were invited to a meeting to see doctored
documentaries on the “counterrevolutionary rebellion,”
listento reports, and study Deng's speech; this was fol-
lowed by group discussions of the materials.*'

According to officials charged with preparing for the
Fourth Plenum, more than 50 Central Committee mem-
bers and alternale members asked for sick leave or a
leave of absence so as not 1o have to attend the ple-
num, an indication of continuing sharp division within
this important party body. Zhao Ziyang's request for an
opportunity to speak at the plenum was rejected.*? Fit-
tingly enough, it was Li Peng who presented the Polit-
buro report that expelled Zhao from all his party posts.
A special group was also set up to “look further into his
case,” leaving open the possibility that Zhao may yet
be expelled from the party and placed on trial (the for-
mer is a precondition for the latter, because party mem-
bers cannot be tried). Through the summer and fall of
1989, this possibility steadily receded, as Deng Xiao-

i
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ping finally rallied to the defense of his own economic
reforms, whose survival would have been jecpardized
by a public trial of one so closely associated with them,

To replace Zhao as secretary general, Chen Yun
Qiao 3hi. Deng broke the resulting stalemate by nomi-
nating Jiang Zemin, former party secretary of Shang-
hai, who won by only a slight majority of seven votes.
Jiang studied in Moscow in the early 1950's, where he
was almost certainly a classmate of Li Peng, and he is
said to be very close (rumored 1o be a son-in-iaw) to L
Xiannian. Widely perceived a supporter of reform when
deputy secretary of the Shanghai Municipal COP Com-
mittee, Jiang came to Deng's attention for the hard line
he took against the World Economic Herald (firing edi-
tor Qin Benli when he published minutes from a restrict-
ed briefing on Hu Yacbang in April), and his successful
suppression of Shanghai's democracy movement. Af-
ter the Beijing massacre, he tock charge of a nation-
wide propaganda campaign that blanketed the country
with very skillfully assembled videos and photographs
that purportied to prove that the capital had been threat-
ened by a counterrevolutionary insurrection.

The plenum purged Hu Qili from the Politbure, but he
retained his seat on the Central Committee. It also re-
moved from the secretariat, in addition to Zhao, Rui
Xingwen, formerly in charge of ideoclogy, and united
front chief Yan Mingfu, who had borne overall responsi-
bility for negotiations with the democracy demonstra-
tors. Also apparently purged were Wan Jiabao (head of
the CC's General Affairs Department), Du Rensheng
{director of the CC’s Rural Policy Research Center), An
Zhiwen (vice-minister of the State Commission for Re-
form of the Economic Structure), and Bao Tong (head
of the Institute for Reform of the Political Structure).

Chief beneficiaries of this purge include Song Ping,
72, atormer chief ofthe Organization Depariment, vice-
minister and then minister of the State Planning Com-
mission (a Cultural Revolution "survivor” and protege of
Chen Yun); and Li Ruihuan, 55, an energetic former
mayor of Tianjin (rumored to be the son-in-law of Wan
Li). Both became full members of the new six-man
Standing Committee of the CCP Politburo, together with
Li Peng, Jiang Zemin, Qiac Shi, and Yao Yilin. Li
Ruihan was also given the propaganda portfolio and
promptly initiated a purge of Renmin ribao.

On June 30, the NPC Standing Committee, on which
the reformers had staked their last desperate hopes,
finally held its Eighth Session, to “study and discuss”
the decisions of the previous week's Central Committee
Plenum. The NPC Standing Committee's Chairman, Wan
Li, called the military crackdown "legal, correct, and
necessary,” noting pointedly that “proletarian revolu-
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tonanes of the older generation represented by com-
rade Deng Xiaoping had played a significant role in this
struggle.” Hu Jiwei, a member of the Standing Commit-
tee and president of the journalism confederalion. came
under criticism for having led a signaiure campaign to
petition the NPC Standing Committee to convene a
special session 1o abrogate martial law. Deng Xiaoping
persenally moved to dismiss Zhao Ziyang from his last
of the state Central Military Commission (the shadow
body of the party CMC). The motion carried overwhelm-
ingly, although three of the 132 Standing Committee
members, resisting strong pressure to make the vole
unanimous, abstained from voting altogether, and
three others failed to activate the voting mechanism

Tiananmen in Perspective

The hard-liners’ actions were swift and “effective”
in oblaining their immediate objectives of ending the
demonstrations and removing Zhao from power. The
long-termimpact of the crackdown remains tc be seen.
At this point, one can offer only a tentative assessment
of the consequences of these events on the Chinese
political system, on economic performance and policy,
and on China's relations with the outside world. Let us
explore these three subject areas inreverse sequence,
which reflects their ascending order of importance.

Impact on China's "open door.” Although the new
feadership has reaffirmed China’s interest in continued
economic openness to the outside world, such rela-
tions have been seriously damaged because of the
crackdown. Thisis not aninconsequential matter. inthe
period 1978-87, the share of foreign trade in China’s to-
tal gross naticnal preduct had increased from 10.2
percent to 29.7 percent, making the PRC more trade-
dependent than the United States.** In response to US
President George Bush's call on international lending
institutions to postpone issuance of new loans to the
PRC as a sign of outrage at the Beijing massacre, the
World Bank and Japan froze aid projects worth some
US$10 billion; the Asian Development Bank postponed
decision on new loans worth some $1 billion; and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund also suspended action on
loan applications from China. It is unlikely that private
commercial banks will extend additional loans until in-
ternational aid agencies decide to make new commit-

WSOMP, July 1, 1989
WEEER, Mar. Z. 1988, p. 49,
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ments. Although moral compunclions may play some
role in the decision whether or not to resume lending to
China, a more important factor by far is how lending in-
stitutions perceive the prospects for China's economic
stability over the next several years—witness the an-
nouncement by Moody's Investors” Service that it would
review China's credit rating.*® Over the next six months,
foreign investment and loan agreements signed before
June 3 will provide a steady capital inflow to China, but
by the second half of 1990, as the sanclions take hold,
the country will face a liquidity crisis.

Western firms already involved in China will presum-
ably try to make good on existing investments, but firms
that were onthe verge of investing are now likely to think
twice. The tourist industry, an important source of hard

rrency ($2.2 billion in 1988), has most obviously been
adversely affected: major hotels in the PRC reported
occupancy rates of 7-10 percent in June.*®

Yao Yilin apparently has suggested in an unpub-
lished speech that China deal with its sudden financial
ostracism by turning its back on the United States and
Japan and seeking closer cooperation with the Soviet
Union *” However, the USSR has its own budget deficit
at present and may not be prepared to offer apprecia-
bly better trade terms tharn the West, despite the recent
normalization of Sino-Soviet relations . *®

Retrenchment and reform setbacks. Chinais likely to
experience budget and trade deficits in the coming
year and well beyond. The crackdown has clearly rein-
forced the economic retrenchment that has been under
way since the Third Plenum of the 13th Central Commit-
tee, in September 1988. To the extent that the retrench-
ment has succeeded in cooling the overheated Chi-
nese economy, it has reduced state revenues. The PRC
seems 1o be heading into its fifth consecutive year of
agrim tural fataqnation wh"ch wi probably re:quirc itto
1989 49
Tho (,hnnesg govemm@ nt f@mcast a $2 billion defnc;t for
the year in March, but the figure is now likely to be high-
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er, due to expenditures for the maintenance of martial
law troops and for price subsidies and worker bonuses
approved in the hope of quelling social discontent. To
slow continuing price rises, the authorities have been
both diverting exports to the domestic market and im-
porting more. These two steps had already resulted ina
$4.6 billion trade deficit for the January-May period.®Y
If more money is printed to cope with the twin deficits,
inflation will accelerate,

The difference between the current retrenchment
and earlier ones, as Zhao Ziyang pointed out,®' is that
this is the first {o be superimposed on a two-tiered price
systemn, so itis quite possible to get a slowdown of eco-
nomic growth without any decline in inflation, a phe-
nomenon known in the West as “stagflation.” Indeed,
this seems to have been the impact of the “curing and
reclification” campaign so far—inflation has remained
high or even escalated (it was running al an annual rate
of 28.5 percent from January through May 1989, de-
spite an economic slowdown, bankruptcies, growing
unemployment, and budget deficits. >

itis possible to argue that a penod of political repres-
sion 18 more consistent with this particular phase of
China's "business cycle” than would be the initiation of
ambitious new reforms, economic or political. Through-
out the last decade, periods of reform vitality have con-
sistently coincided with economic expansion, blatant
appeals to material appetites, and rising living stan-
dards. By contrast, during periods of economic re-
trenchment, the reform process has slowed or given
way [0 campaigns against “spiritual pollution” and oth-
er forms of corruption, to repudiation of materialism in
favor of “thought and political work’ and selflessness,
as symbolized by Lei Feng.

If the bleak economic forecast given above is accu-
rate, one might reasonably expect this period of eco-
nomic retranchment 1o be relatively short. In the past,
when such upheavals resulted in the deferral of re-
forms, the balance always eventually swung back in fa-
vor of new reforms, with the apparent help of Deng.
However, this time, Deng's commitment to reform
seems less certain, and his position may be much
weaker without Zhao Ziyang and Hu Gili. Moreover, giv-
en Deng’s complaint that the cause of present difficul-
ties is the failure to carry out thorough anti-liberalization
campaigns in the past, one might reasonably expect

“Sasiaweek, July 7, 1989, pp. 26-31.
ShGrhua (Beijing), Apr 11, 1989, as cited in Foreign Broadoast
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this latest campaign to be more protracied.

The price reform launched in the spring of 1988
proved politically disastrous, and ownership reforms
have encountered ideological objections from those
with whom Deng chose to align himself to crack down
on the democracy activists. There does not seemto be
avery coherent policy program to return to, and surviv-
ing reformers may well be o shell-shocked to stick
their necks out for new experiments.

Conservatives within the leadership have sought
increasingly so after the elimination of both Hu and
Zhao—1o utilize the retrenchment fo gut market reforms
and restore the planning apparatus. The rectification
campaign launched under the auspices of Jiang Zemin
has focused its atfacks on private businesses, ser-
vices, and rural enterprise—all areas associated with
Zhao Ziyang—claiming that these are the source of
corruption and inequality. The government has also re-
newed its monopoly over the pricing and distribution of
some major commodities—such as cotlon, steel, and
grain—reimposing single fixed prices in hopes of
thereby curbing inflation. Since the Third Plenum of the
13th CC, the number of commodities over which the
government has resumed monopoly control has risen
from a dozen or so 1o 32. The central planning system,
led by the powerful State Planning Commission, has re-
gained the importance it enjoyed before the reforms.
The wings of enterprises are being clipped as the
People's Bank of China tries to limit the expansion of
credit. Inforeign trade, all unauthorized companies are
targeted for closing.

Political system. Astor the political system per se, the
prospect of “structural reform” can probably be dis-
missed for the foreseeable future. Even the credibility of
those modest political reforms that have been achievad

“eng's most recent sUCCESSION stenano was publicly disciosed in a
commaniary by Yuan Mu in Renmin ribac, Qct 10, 1988, See Oakland
Tribune, Oct. 11,1989, p. C/10.

HSCMP, Apr 12,1988

Feng, a strong advocate of the use of viclence 1o teach less
whether o Vietnam, o Democracy Wail activists, or to polentia
once called capital punishment an indispensab
beleved that the legitimacy of the cormmur ystemn had been eroding
largely because of the failure of weaklings like Hu Yaobang or Zhao
Ziyang to maintain the credibility of the regime's willngness to use force.
Deng's disappointment in Hu was quite evident in hig ¢
remarks of Aprii 25; see Ching Pao. May 10, 1989, pp. 22-2
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{particularly the notion of the CAC as a sclution to the
problems of superannuated cadres and, more general-
ly, of political institutionalization) has been left in sham-
bles by this latest episode.

The line of political succession has also gone awry
for the sscond time in as many years. In July, Deng
Xiaoping again expressed his desire to step out of the
fimelight, and in Septermber, he indicated that Jiang Ze-
min was his candidate for the succession.™ Yet, Deng
has also been guoted as refusing to resign from the
chairmanship of the party's CMC until the CAC, chaired
by Chen Yun, is dissolved ™

Beyond the problem of which individual is to suc-
ceed to power, China will also continue to face for the
next decade or so the issue of the deatn of an entire
generation of leaders. Until their successors are firmly
inplace, the CCP leadership may well remain unstable.

Of even greater significance, perhaps, is the ques-
tion ot legitimacy. That the legitimacy of the regime was
severely damaged by the bloodbath is a journalistic cli-
che. Even before the Tiananmen massacre, legitimacy
was seriously attenuated, explaining the difficulty the
regime had in deciding how and when to use the army.
According to Deng Xiaoping's conceptualization—
namely, that legitimacy is based on the credibility of the
threat to use violence—the crackdown should have
bolstered legitimacy ®® But if legitimacy is based on
any notion of the reasoned consent of the governead, the
use of violence to compel obedience signals a failure.
We may well have an opportunity over the next few
years to see which of these theories is most relevant.

By way of conclusion, it would seem that the majority
of the top Chinese leadership, facing very serious and
complex problems for which no easy solutions present-
ed themsslves, succumbed to the temptation to trans-
late these problems into moral and ideological terms
with which they were more familiar. But the betling at
this point is that this translation was not appropriate o
contemporary circumstances, i.e., thal the suppres-
sion of the democracy demonstrators and purge of the
reformers will not solve, but rather will exacerbate, the
underlying problems of contemporary China. The most
basic of these underlying problems, it seems to me,
is the need to construct a credible vision of the nation's
future economic development, around which a political
consensus can be built,
s
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